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Louisville Metro Police Department reports reduction in violent
crime; credits wide range of mitigation strategies
Community-based policing, reform and federal partnerships yielding results

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (May 24, 2022) — By implementing a myriad of crime reduction tools, strategies and
partnerships, the Louisville Metro Police Department (LMPD) is seeing a 15% reduction in violent crime, a
7% reduction in overall crime, and a 38% decrease in shootings year-to-date in the city, according to LMPD
Chief Erika Shields. Additionally, LMPD officers have increased the number of illegal firearms seizures by
10% year-to-date.
Speaking to Metro Council’s Budget Committee this afternoon, LMPD Chief Erika Shields attributed those
reductions to several factors, including Mayor Greg Fischer’s whole-of-government approach to public
safety, which includes partnering with other Metro agencies on crime prevention and intervention.
Technology, such as ShotSpotter and License Plate Readers (LPRs), have also assisted in identifying
suspects and reducing crime.
Additionally, with the support of the Mayor and Metro Council, LMPD has had about $700,000 to
outsource the majority of DNA testing to a private laboratory. The outsourcing of 323 pieces of evidence
impacted 31 homicides and led to multiple arrests.
Chief Shields acknowledged that while the city has had a decrease in violent crime, there have been 67
homicides so far this year; she said 20 to 25 percent of those homicides were domestic violence-related,
and LMPD is boosting its efforts in this area. The Center for Women and Families operates a 24/7 hotline
(502-581-7111) to connect domestic violence victims and survivors to resources and advocates who can
help.
Asked about staffing, the Chief responded that the department is down roughly 300 officers, but Mayor
Fischer’s FY22-23 recommended budget includes funding for three recruit classes as part of a three-year
hiring plan. Under that plan, LMPD would get to 1,200 officers by the end of FY25. “The increase in staffing
is crucial to continuing to fight violent crime,” said Chief Shields.

The Mayor’s budget also allocates $6 million for the first phase of a new LMPD training facility – land
acquisition and design. “The existing space is not adequate for the number of officers needing specific
training,” said Deputy Chief Paul Humphrey.
LMPD remains committed to reform, including work to improve community trust, the Chief said, noting that
the agency has allocated funds to form an Accountability and Improvement Bureau, which will assist in
reviewing operations, including training of all LMPD officers. She said the department has also made
significant progress on recommendations from the Hillard Heintze’s top-to-bottom review of LMPD, which
analyzed crime data, policies, recruiting, hiring and retention.
“We have our hands full, but we are making significant progress,” Chief Shields said. “Mayor Fischer’s
proposed budget assists LMPD’s goal of further reducing crime. I believe we are doing a lot correctly, but
recognize that we have a lot of work ahead of us.”
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